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My course Writing/Reading Literature and the Environment from the Renaissance to the 
present complies with the “WPA Outcome Statement for First-Year Composition.” In my 
course, students engage with texts in multiple modes from multiple genres, historical 
periods, and regions in which humans represent themselves and the natural world to 
develop “Rhetorical Knowledge.” I guide students through the production of multimodal 
texts in a variety of genres to help them develop “Critical Thinking, Reading, and 
Writing,” as well as “Knowledge of Conventions.” As part of the Domain of One’s Own 
project, students in my course will author and administrate a personal website and 
compose with a variety of digital tools to write in “Process” and “Compose in Digital 
Environments.”  
  
The Domain sites students will compose in my course fulfill WPA Outcome Statements 
for First Year Composition. The student sites are a hub for their disparate online 
activities, as well as a portfolio to which they are required to publish the three major 
assignments: an argument essay; a digital presentation; and a video project. I expect 
students to emerge from my course with the ability to compose persuasive digital texts; 
archive and curate digital, primary and secondary sources; and write in collaboration with 
in-class peers and networks of online users. At the end of the semester, students write a 
reflective cover letter for the destination page that links out to the four major course 
assignments. A complete draft of the site and portfolio has to be published a few days 
before the finals date, and during the final period, we will show our site to one another 
and discuss the experience.  
 
The Almanac Blog, inspired by the Colorado based crowd sourcing project I See Change, 
fulfills several planks of WPA outcomes. Through readings from early modern texts to 
the present and observation of the natural world, students will compose a series of 5 blog 
posts in response to assigned questions. The Almanac posts will culminate with a 200-
word head note to the blog section of student sites that examines connections raised over 
the course of the class. Similar to analogue and digital short assignments, the blog posts 
keep students accountable for the reading, and raise awareness of audience, purpose, and 
rhetorical choices. Further in keeping with WPA outcomes, the blogs allow students to 
practice first person observational narrative that is endemic to nature writing, along with 
digital authoring skills in a low stakes situation. It is my further hope that tagged word 
and phrases, along with aggregate RSS feeds, will expose useful connections and produce 
an archive from which students can draw discussion and research topics to meet the WPA 
outcome goals “collaborative and social aspects of the writing process.”  
 
To guide students through critical thinking and reading, and comply with WPA outcome 
goals, students will concentrate on building the Domain site, increasingly complex 
reading, and writing short responses that build into the first paper. The first paper is an 
academic style argument to be published on a static page in their Domain. In the 
argument they will practice close reading video and verbal text in support of an arguable 



claim; locate their argument and POV in an ongoing conversation; synthesize primary 
and secondary material; and develop best practices fro visual rhetoric. Through this 
activity students can practice rhetorical skills that we will develop/draw on for the 
remainder of the course. Further, through the exercise students will compose in 
collaboration with one another to develop best practices for providing global feedback 
and revision strategies—all skills that the WPA expects first year classes to include 
nationwide.  
 
To hone in on audience, purpose, rhetorical choices, and dire environmental issues, 
students will read Jeremiads and write digital presentations. This assignment fulfills a 
creative assignment goal, as students are writing in a genre similar to the genre they are 
reading. That is to say that instead of interpreting the effects of exaggerated rhetoric of 
the Jeremiad, they’ll get to practice that rhetoric and see what plays and what does not. 
Second, the sequence does not merely culminate in a PowerPoint. Instead students are 
required to give an initial presentation at the invention stage of the process, then draft 
(native) in PowerPoint, and finally perform their presentation for the class. The final 
grade for the assignment is partially determined by peer scoring, i.e. who’s rhetoric of the 
impending environmental apocalypse is the most incendiary and is most likely to spur 
change?  
 
The last segment is a video project which draws together all the skills students have 
developed over the course of the semester, each of which comply with one or more WPA 
outcome statements. Students are required to produce a 4-5 minute video with Mozilla 
Popcorn Maker. They have a month for this project, which draws on skills such as 
argument, audience, citation, synthesis, best choices of visual & verbal rhetoric, and web 
authoring. The assignment develops over smaller stages: unedited photos and video, as 
well as a written script are due well before the videos are pulled together. Then they have 
workshop time to solicit peer review before publishing the video to the site. 
 
My course complies with the WPA Outcome Statements at levels both global and local. 
Each of the major projects is broken into smaller critical reading and writing activates 
that scaffold into final, digitally published product. For instance, students are required to 
watch two movies outside of class and live Tweet as they do so. Students and I can then 
use Storify to collect and publish the real-time, written responses to the films. Such 
activities convert student response from secondary to primary text; ask and answer 
questions that pertain to style and convention in the face of native digital composition; 
and value the user-author over the a passive audience. Taken as a whole, my course 
satisfies the WPA outcomes; situates students in challenging learning conditions; and 
seeks to redress the impending environmental crisis.  
 
 
 


