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Reading Across Platforms 
  
Welcome to the first assignment project and sequence. Over the course of roughly two weeks 
you will read Samuel Taylor Coleridge's Rime of the Ancient Mariner in four different platforms; 
respond to the poem with four different digital tools; create a series of short responses; and 
take an exam. The sequence will culminate in a long form digital publication of your choice. 
 
Outcome/Goals: for entire project 

§ Perform and reflect on best practices for responsive close reading 
§ Perform and reflect on best ways to utilize annotation tools 
§ Develop strategies to recognize and retain key features of texts published in multiple 

modes 
 
Day One Class Session: sets up skills and content 
 
Part I: Writing on Reading  
Freewrite (5-8 mins): write without pausing in response to the following: 

1. Generate a list of characteristics that define “good reading practices” 
2. Briefly describe/recount a recent experience in which you “read successfully" 

 
Discussion (10-20): 

§ As you discuss freewrite responses as a class, maybe ask a student to record the “good 
reading” criteria on the class blog. 

§ As the conversation progresses, ask students to consider how their reading practices 
shift as the publication platforms shift. 

§ May also want to ask what, if any, tools they use to read .pdf, video, podcasts, 
databases, and websites 

 
Digital Markup Tools 

§ Hopefully students will share some of the markup tools they use with the class 
§ If not, or if they do not share a thorough list, provide an overview of tools such as 

Adobe Acrobat Pro (available on all campus computers); Google docs; Voice Memos 
or other recording apps; and Jing 

 
Part II: Reader Response 
Freewrite (5-8 mins): choose from one of the following and narrate the circumstances of your 
response. After we discuss your responses, revise and publish as a blog post before the start of 
next class. 

§ Have you ever shared a dream or idea with a friend and then collaborated on a 
creative production? 

§ Have you ever been accosted by a person who told you a story you did not ask to 
hear? 

§ Have you ever been the last person left alive to tell the tale? 
§ Have you ever made a snap decision that effected your group of friends (adversely)? 
§ Have you ever, or do you currently, bear the responsibility for a poor decision? 

 



 

 

Responsive Reading Assignments, Days 2-5 

Please note, you are required to annotate (write on) the resource in the assigned tool only. 
Please upload the images, audio, and/or video to your blog and provide a sentence or two of 
commentary for each day. 
 
Sept 8: Glossed Print Text in .pdf 

 
 
Read, Coleridge, Samuel. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Norton Anthology. 8th ed. Vol D. Eds. Jack Stillinger 
& Deidre Shauna Lynch. New York: WW Norton & Co., 2006. 430-46. While you read in Adobe Reader, 
write at least four marginal “sticky notes” in response to at least three parts of the poem (min 50 words). 
 

Sept 13: Data base & Annotate in Google Docs

 
 
Read, Coleridge, Samuel. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Poetry Foundation Online. Chicago: Poetry 
Foundation, 2014. While you read take at three screen shots of relevant passages from at least three parts of 
the poem, upload to Google Docs (document or presentation), and add at least one comment per screen shot. 

 



 
 
 
Sept 15: Audio and Voice Memo 

 
 
Coleridge, Samuel. “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.” Perf. Jane Aker. Loudlit.org. Record at least three 
responses from three different part of the poem using “Voice Memos,” or a similar voice recording app (at least 
3 memos). 

 
Sept 19: Video and Jing 
Listen and Watch, Coleridge, Samuel. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Perf. Orson Wells. Dir. Lary Jordan. 
Studio Films, 1977. In response to the video, create a 2 minute Jing screen cast in which you discuss point out 
any features that stand out to you. For example, relation between visual and verbal imagery. OR, how is the 
slideshow/video of the poem, making interpretive judgments? 
 
Video 
 
 
Final Day 
 
Assessment 
Quiz: In class we will complete the quiz on Rime that I just emailed all of you (here). Your quiz 
score is worth ??% of your total grade for this unit. Beyond the points available for the quiz 
itself, you will also incorporate the data we generate as a class to first assess and then reflect on 
the markup strategies you and your colleagues performed. 
 
Reflection: (Please answer as at least two of the following) Are ghosts and machines clean 
different things? How is the Mariner and/or Wedding-Guest's experiences(s) applicable to 
contemporary environmental devastation? Which text of Rime of the Ancient Mariner is the best?  
 
Which data format and response tool worked best for you and why? Does the data generated 
by the class match your experience? What did the quiz measure? Did you take away skill 
and/or knowledge the quiz was unable to measure? 
 
Final projects for this section due published to a static page no later than Sept 23 by 5:00 pm. 
 


